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By PATRICIA DAVIS 
Kim Philby was the mas- 


ter spy, unbelievable in the 


pages of fic- => * 
tion but." 
tragicaly £;" 


true in life. Ea Pa: 
-The authors 7. Ser, ome 
of this it 


book, an ate SE ox 
tempt to ex- 
plain 


p ¢€ rsonal- wa an f 3 
ity and his Ee] se : 
™m Oo NRumen- Philby 
tal  decep- 

tion, admit the real story of 
Kim Philby may never be 
told. Until the Soviet, British 
and American governments 
Open secret records or when 
and if Philby himself ex- 
plains his career as a suc- 
cessful double agent -for 30 
years, we will remain in 
doubt. 

Meanwhile, these three in- 
.vestigators of the Philby 
story for the London Sunday 
Times have succeeded in 
creating a creditable if 
frightening portrait of a man 
, who betrayed his country, his 


Pl 


: a : 
~ - 


his : Bre oe ‘s 
complex ' . 


4 A | 


class and his confederates. 
Unlike his pariners in So- 


. viet espionage, Guy Burgess 


and Donald Maclean, Philby 
was neither a sexual misfit 
nor a psychotic, But he did 


share their secure position: 


in the British Establishment, 


Son of a“famous Arabphile, 
St. John Philby, who was 


more devoted to his adopted | 


country than his native land, 
Kim Philby was undoubtedly 
greatly influenced by his un- 
governable and 
father, 

He was cducated at Win- 
chester and Cambridge dur- 
ing the politically disturbing 
"30s. It was at Cambridge, 
where Maclean and Burgess 
also studied, that he was re- 
cruited by the Communists, 
in an era when many disil- 
lusioned young Establishment 
types were seeking new po- 
litical answers to the social 
and economic ills of the day. 
Vienna Days 

Philby openly espoused 
Marxism in his Vienna days 
following Cambridge, but he 
s00n renounced his open al- 
legiance for -the deceptive 
secret world of the under- 
cover agent. 

As a freporter for The 
Times he covered Frahco's 


’ War in Spain, from the Fas- 


eccentric 


cist camp, -while many of 


his friends wete fighting in- 
the Republican Army. He | 
was sympathetic to Fascism. 


and joined his father and Sir 


Oswald Mosley in the Anglo- . 


German Fellowship. 

Philby was invited into’ 
British intelligence because 
he had the. right education, 
the right friends and he- 
longed to the right class. His 
former Communist activities, 
his Marxist wife, were., dis« 
missed as youthful follies. He 
rose rapidly in the service. 

With appalling clarity the 
authors trace the develop- 
ment of the British SIS (Se- 
cret Intelligence Service) 
which was engaged in coun- 
ter-espionage, and its more 
pedestrian rival, M15. They 
indict the whole British in- 
telligence system which sup- 
ported Philby in the face of 
incontrovertible evidence of 
his Communist loyalty. 


Burgess and Maclean de-.- 


fected in May, 1951, probably 
warned of impending arrest 
by Philby who was then serv- 
ing as liaison officer between 
the SIS and the CIA in Wash- 
ington, ; 

A cursory examination of 
his past would have led any 
investigator to suspect Phil- 
by as “the third man" in 
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involved Burgess: and Mac- 
lean, But he returned to Lon- 
don to face his accusers se- 


sive Betrayal | 


cure in the knowledge of Es- : 


tablishment 
Harold Macmillan 


protection. 
“himself 


defended Philby in. Parlias . 


ment, 


During his many years as : 


a Soviet agent, in hot war - 


and cold, Philby had. been 


responsible for several intel- : 
ligence coups, including the 


revelation of the 


innermost .. 


secrets of the CIA to his So- | 


vict masters. In 1963, he went 


“home to Moscow” from Bei- ; 


rut. 
Question of Cause 
What impelled a man with 


Philby’s advantageous back--" 


ground and training, the re- 
spect of his colleagues and 


superiors, and a position near.. 
the apex of a brilliant Cas - 


Teer, to betray his country? 
The investigative team has 
done an engrossing study of 
the man but docs not really 
answer this question — pos- 
sibly because it is unanswer- 


able. : 
The conclusion: A Philby 


the gigantic conspiracy which |, 


is the price we pay for no 
litical freedom, and his be- 
trayal of that freedom should 
teach us’ a valuable lesson 


about the: fight for men's 


minds and loyalties, 
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